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The bold in the battle was his nephew full faith-
ful,                                                                  2170

And either to other of good deeds was mindful.

I heard that the neck-ring to Hygd did he give,

E'en the wonder-gem well-wrought, that Wealh-
theow gave him,

The king's daughter; gave he three steeds there-
withal

Slender, and saddle-bright; sithence to her was,

After the ring-gift, the breast well beworthy'd.
Thus boldly he bore him, the Ecgtheow's bairn,

The groom kenned in battle, in good deeds a-
doing;

After due doom he did, and ne'er slew he the
drunken

Hearth-fellows of him:  naught  rough was  his
heart;                                                             also

But of all men of mankind with the greatest of
might

The gift fully and fast set, which had God to
him given,

That war-deer did hold.     Long  was  he   con-
temned,

While the bairns of the Geats naught told him
for good,

Nor him on the mead-bench worthy of mickle

The lord of the war-hosts would be a-making.